ARIZONA WILDLIFE FEDERATION
644 N. Country Club Drive, Suite E
Mesa, Arizona 85201

July 2004

ArizonaWildlife Federation
Position Statement on Clean Water Act

TheBush administration’sdirection to federal agenciesnot to enforcethe Clean Water Act onmillions
of acresof wetlands, |akes, pondsand streamswill negatively affect hunting and fishinginArizona.
The non-enforcement of the Clean Water act on so-called isolated watersisamajor threat to
terrestrial and aquatic wildlifeand wildlife habitat and to the outdoor recreationa lifestylein Arizona.
Under thispolicy, citizensof Arizonawill lose Clean Water Act protectionsfor an estimated 95% of
Arizonawaterways.

Passed in 1972 with overwhel ming biparti san support, the Clean Water Act seeksto broadly protect
the Nation’swatersfrom pollution, destruction, and degradation. A January 2001 U.S. Supreme
Court ruling created aminor gap in Clean Water Act coverage by removing from protection certain
intrastate, “isolated” watersthat are not navigableif their only connection to other watersisthrough use
by migratory birds. InJanuary 2003, the administration attempted to take advantage of thisminor gap
and announced itsintention to significantly narrow therulesthat govern which watersare covered
under theAct, potentially abandoning protection for alarge proportion of the Nation’swetlands, lakes,
ponds, and streams. After an outcry from hunters, anglers, 39 states, and many otherswho smply did
not want to seethe scope of theAct narrowed, the administration withdrew itsplans.

However, the administration hasrefused to withdraw aguidance memorandum it issued to federa
agencies, alsoin January 2003, that goeswell beyond the Supreme Court’snarrow ruling and directs
agenciestoturnablind eyeto activitiesthat pollute or destroy wetlands, aswell asmany ponds, lakes
and streams. Thepolicy requiresfield staff to seek approval fromtheir headquarters' officesprior to
extending protectionsto any water that might possibly be considered “isolated.”

InArizona, watersthat are being deemed “isolated,” such asintermittent or ephemera streams, make
up morethan 95% of our waterways. Thesewaterwaysarecritica partsof the ecosystem, offering
crucia habitat to birds, fish, and many other game and non-game species.

The 2003 guidance memorandum conflictsdirectly with theArizonaWildlife Federation Mission
Statement to conserve and protect wildlifeand wildlife habitat, and it isthe Federation’ sposition that
the memorandum should be withdrawn and Clean Water Act protections should bereinstated for
Arizonaand the Nation.



