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Themountainlion (ak.a. cougar or puma), isrecognized asaBig Game speciesby theArizonaGame and
Fish Department (AZGFD). Any properly licensed hunter may take onelion per year. Theseasonis
virtualy year-long over most of the state. In recent years 7,000 to 10,000 lion tags have been sold annually
to sport hunters, each tag allowing thetaking of onelion. Despitethereatively large number of tagssold,
and anArizonalion population estimated by AZGFD of 2,500 to 3,000 lions, thetotal annual harvest
averageslessthan 300 lions. Most tagsare sold to big game hunterswho hope they can beat the odds and
findalionincidenta to pursuing deer, ek, or other big game. Actually, most lionstaken by sportsmenare
animal sthat have been treed by specially trained hounds owned by professional lion hunters.

While mountainlionsare capable of taking down prey aslarge asdeer and even ek, they rarely attack
humans. Lionsareamong the shyest of largeArizonawildlifeand typically avoid and are seldom seen by
people. Whilethereisno record of ahumanin Arizonabeing attacked by alionin recent history, peoplein
other Western States and Canada have indeed been attacked and even killed. Information on the
circumstances surrounding most of these attacksislimited, but apparently they seldom happeninwilderness
situations, but rather occur near human habitation wherethe lions had become habituated to the presence of
andlost their ingtinctivefear of humans.

Therecent situationin Sabino Canyonin the CatalinaM ountains near Tucson may illustrate how an
otherwiseshy animal, fearful of humans, losesitsfear and becomesembol dened in the presence of people.
Sabino Canyonisapopular recreation areafor the peopleof Tucson. Inaddition thelower slopesnear the
canyon have been developed asresidential areas. Over the past year, people have repeatedly reported
abnormal behavior by local lions. Accordingto reports, three or four lions have repeatedly been observed
showing no signsof being either shy or fearful of people. While no one had been attacked, people became
fearful that it might be only amatter of time before someonemight be. They reported their concernsto
AZGFD. Asreportscontinued the Department decided to take preemptive action and announced they
would send field peopl einto the areato removethe offending lions before one of them attacked someone.

While mountain lionsare capable of taking down prey aslarge asdeer and even ek, they rarely attack
humans. Lionsareamong the shyest of large Arizonawildlifeand typically avoid and are seldom seen by
people. Whilethereisno record of ahumanin Arizonabeing attacked by alionin recent history, peoplein
other Western States and Canada have indeed been attacked and even killed. Information on the
circumstances surrounding most of these attacksislimited, but apparently they seldom happeninwilderness
situations, but rather occur near human habitation where the lions had become habituated to the presence of
andlost their ingtinctivefear of humans.
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Newsof the Department’ sintentions upset people who thought the danger to peopl e was overblown and
who objected to thekilling of any lions. Thefuror caused theAZGFD towaffleand to first changeitsmind
about killing or trapping thelionsand, then suddenly, when another lion observation wasreported, sendin
trapperswho snared and tranquilized thelion and removed it to apenned facility in Scottsdale. Governor
Napolitano joined thechorusof animal rightsactivistsand publicly criticized theAZGFD for mishandling the
stuation. Apparently the governor thought she and her staff knew more about how to handleaddlicate
wildlife problem than the Department with itsstaff of highly trained and experienced biologists. She
indicated that if thedirector of AZGFD had not been protected by law from being dismissed shewould
havefired him and replaced with oneof her “experts.” Even moredisturbing, the Governor indicated her
desireto changethelaw sothat she could hireand firethedirector at will.

TheArizonaWildlife Federation, the state' sol dest conservation organi zation, has strongly supported the
ArizonaGameand Fish Department sinceit wasinstrumental in enacting the 1929 |aw that established the
Commission/Department form of wildlifeadministration. Over theyears, theAWF hasfought hard against
billsthat would have replaced AZGFD with something moreto theliking of some of the state’ sgovernors
and thepaliticians sympathetic with thesegovernors views.

We strongly disagreewith Governor Napolitano's position on thislion controversy and with her desireto
have complete control over theAZGFD. Such would betheresult of her having the power to hireandfire
thedirector, becausethat would, in effect, give her the power to hireandfireall “uncovered positions.”
Thesearethe adminigtrative and supervisory positionsnot protected by therulesof the state' s personnel
department. That would includeall branch chiefs, assistant directorsaswell asthedirector. Theresult could
well be chaosin the operations of the Department. The AWF is confident the states sportsmen and others
interested in the sound management of Arizona swildlifewould beequally opposed to givingwildlife
management back tothepaliticiansof thisstate.
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