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Wildlife Conservation Group Endor sesWildernessProposal for the Tumacacori Highlands

Phoenix, AZ—TheArizonaWildlife Federation (AWF) hasendorsed aproposal to bestow federal
wilderness protection on the Tumacacori Highlands, aspectacular swath of verdant hillsand canyons40
milessouth of Tucson inthe Coronado National Forest, providing that all legal roadswithintheareaare
not includedinthelandsdesignated aswilderness.

TheAWF isaleading nonprofit organization dedi cated to the conservation of wildlifeand our
natural resources, the protection of therightsof Arizonaoutdoorsmen, and theimprovement of outdoor
recreation. With thisimportant backing, wilderness proponentswill taketheir proposal beforetheAZ
Gameand Fish CommissiononMarch 13.

“The Federation’sendorsement of wildernesscomesat acritical timeinour collaborative
efforts,” saysBirdie Stabel, aresident of Tubac and member of the grassrootsgroup Friendsof the
Tumacacori Highlands (FOTH). Stabel noted the upcoming March 13" meeting of theArizonaGame
and Fish Commission wherethewilderness proposal isexpected to bediscussed. The Friendsgroup
worked withlocal intereststo createthe wilderness concept for the Highlands. “Withadwindling
amount of road-free placesin Arizona, wildernessareasnot only foster exceptional wildlife habitat, but
a so provide areaswith unrivaled recrestiond opportunities, including hunting and fishing. Wildernessis
animportant part of the multiple usesoffered on publiclands.”

Theforma wildernessproposal, announced in early January by Congressman Raul Grijava(D-
Digtrict 7), would safeguard nearly 85,000 acres of primewildlife habitat and recreational terrainfor
hunters, hikers, birdwatchers, fishermen, campers, horseback riders, and those seeking solitude.

“webelievethat wilderness desigation, while preserving public access, best meetsthe needs of
wildlifeand the protection of thisarea suniqueresources’, said Mke Perkinson, president of theAWF.

The Tumacacori Highlandsare one of themost biologicaly-rich areasin the United Statesand
contain plantsand animal sfound nowhere elseinthe nation. Situated in the Sky Idandsregion of
Arizona, theareaisoneof themost diversein the country for mammals, with some 90 different native
gpecies. Southeastern Arizonaasawhol e boaststhe highest concentration of jaguar sightingsinthe
nation and offershirding enthusi asts one of the most species-rich habitatsin theworld.

Rated “excdlent” by theArizonaGameand Fish Department, the Highlands are an exceptiona
whitetail deer hunting ground. The primitive nature and backcountry areasof the Tumacacori Highlands
also offer huntersanincreasingly rare and traditional outdoor experienceinArizona.

Thewilderness proposal preserves morethan 20 separate accessroadsthat will allow visitors
toreachawidevariety of areason every side of the Highlandswil derness. Opportunitiesfor motorized
recreation will remain ample onthose and other roads surrounding the area.

TheFriendsof the Tumacacori Highlandsisagrowing codition of morethan 60 organizations
and businessesand hundreds of individual s supporting thefedera protectionfor thisarea. TheArizona
Wildlife Federationisa non-profit organi zation dedi cated to educating, inspiring, and assisting
individuasand organizationsto va ue, conserve, enhance, manage, and protect wildlifeandwildlife
habitat. Theorganizationisthe state affiliate of the Nationa Wildlife Federation.



