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Mission:

AWF is a non-profit  orga-
nization dedicated to edu-
cating, inspiring, and as-
sisting individuals and
organizations to value,
conserve, enhance, man-
age, and protect wildlife
and wildlife habitat.

Arizona Wildlife Federation
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Buenos  A i res  Wi ld l i f e  Re fuge
Open  Grass land  Once  More

The  Sonoran  g ra s s l ands  were  once
h o m e  t o  g r e a t  h e r d s  o f  p r o n g h o r n
ante lopes .   By 1935,  the  grass lands
had been overgrazed and overhunted
because  o f  t he  l ack  o f  r egu la t i ons ,
and the pronghorn were  gone.   After
t h e  B u e n o s  A i r e s  R a n c h  b e c a m e
the  Buenos  Aires  Nat iona l  Wi ld l i fe
Refuge, pronghorn were reintroduced
i n  t h e  1 9 8 0 ' s .

To d a y,  t h e  r e f u g e  h a s  b e c o m e  a
g ras s l and  sanc tua ry  fo r  p ronghorn
antelope, javalina, and several varieties
o f  r a p t o r s .

O n  M a r c h  2 0 ,  2 0 0 4 ,  m e m b e r s  o f
A r i z o n a  Wi l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n  a n d
ASU students removed several major
sec t ions  o f  ba rbed  wi re  f ence  f rom
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Members  of  Ar izona  Wild l i fe  Federa t ion  and  s tudents
f r o m  D r.  R o b e r t  O h m a r t ' s  A S U  c l a s s  p o s e  i n  f r o n t  o f
a  p i l e  o f  b a r b e d  w i r e   f r o m  o v e r  t w o  m i l e s  o f  f e n c e
removed f rom the  Wild l i fe  Refuge  on  March  20 ,  2004.

Learn  more

about  BANWR

from hab i ta t

exper ts  a t   the

AWF Annual

M e e t i n g

June  5 ,  2004  a t

the  F ies ta  Inn  in

Tempe ,  Ar i zona .

See  inser t  fo r

de ta i ls !

t h e  r e f u g e .   I n  a l l ,  t h e y  t o o k  o u t
m o r e  t h a n  2 0 0  f e n c e  p o s t s  a n d  t w o
a n d  a  h a l f  m i l e s  o f  f e n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g
more  than  a  mi le  o f  f ive-s t rand  wi re .

Bonn ie  Swarb r i ck ,  o f  BANWR,  who
coord ina ted  the  work  day,  po in t s  ou t
t h a t  " t a n g l e d  b r u s h ,  s u n ,  s h a r p  w i r e
a n d  p o s s i b l e  r a t t l e s n a k e s  m a k e  t h i s
a rduous  work ,  bu t  i t  i s  an  e f fo r t  t ha t
i s  bene f i c i a l  t o  w i ld l i f e . "

"Pronghorn  evolved  in  open land  and
are  re luctant  to  jump fences ,"  Bonnie
adds .   "They  of ten  t ry  to  c rawl  under
t h e  l o w e s t  s t r a n d ,  a n d  c a n  b e c o m e
en t ang l ed . "

A d d i t i o n a l  f e n c e  r e m o v a l  p r o j e c t s
w i l l  b e  s c h e d u l e d  t h i s  F a l l .
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The Spring session of Becoming an OutdoorsWoman (BOW)
was the largest on record.  One hundred and eight women
attended the weekend activities April 4 through 6, 2004, at
Friendly Pines Camp near Prescott.

"We arrived Friday morning in snow flurries," BOW Coordi-
nator Linda Dightmon reports, "and packed up in a barrage
of hailstones.  In between, there was just about everything
else, including rain and sometimes the false promises of blue
sky."

Despite the weather, all of the sessions were full.  Linda
reports that "not one person opted out of the canoeing and
kayaking classes."

"April participants have already been contacting us," Linda
adds, "ready to do it again in August.  Bring on the summer
Monsoon storms.  We are woman.  We can handle it!"

Linda, and co-coordinator, Amanda Moors, will be honored
with a special presentation at the AWF Annual Convention
Banquet, June 5, 2004, at the Fiesta Inn in Tempe, Arizona.
More convention details are available in this issue.

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF ARIZONA WILDLIFE
A . There are ___ types of Ravens in Arizona.
B Ravens found in desert terrain around Phoenix are called
the _________ Raven.
C. Its cousin, the __________ Raven can be found in moun-
tainous areas like Flagstaff.
D. Ravens can growl (true or false).
E. The Common Raven can be twice as large as the
Chihuahuan Raven, and has a larger beak (true or false).
F. The Chihuahuan Raven can be distinguished by its voice,
which is higher pitched than the Common Raven, and the col-
oring at the base of its neck feathers, which is ______.
G. Ravens are part of the ____ Family, along with Blue Jays.
H. The Chihuahuan Raven will nest in the same nest year
after year (true or false).
I. The Common Raven has a level of intelligence equal to
the of a ____.
J. Ravens inhabit the western part of the United States, ex-
tending as far north as Alaska and most of Canada (true or
false).
K. Ravens can be taught to speak, like a parrot (true or false).

(Answers are found on Page 5)

S i n c e  t h i s  i s  m y  l a s t  c o l u m n  a s
pres iden t ,  I  want  to  t ake  the  t ime
t o  t h a n k  a l l  t h e  AW F  m e m b e r s
and board of directors for allowing
m e  t o  s e r v e  y o u  t h e s e  l a s t  t w o
t e r m s .   T h e r e  i s n ' t  e n o u g h  s p a c e
here to acknowledge all the individuals
w h o  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  s o  m u c h
to the success of the AWF.  Therefore
I  t h a n k  a l l  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s ,  s t a f f ,
affiliates, members and board members
for their hard work and dedication;
w i t h o u t  y o u  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  n o
Ar i zona  Wi ld l i f e  Fede ra t i on !

Although at times being the president
o f  a  s t a t e w i d e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a n
b e  d i f f i c u l t ,  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  h a s
b e e n  w o n d e r f u l .   F o r  m e ,  i t  w a s
bo th  r eward ing  and  educa t iona l .

I  have had the pr ivi lege to  work
wi th  many,  many  good  peop le .
I  have  l ea rned  tha t ,  a s  i n  much
of  l i f e ,  the re  i s  l i t t l e  b lack  and
w h i t e ,  a n d  m o r e  g r a y  t h a n  w e
w i s h .   A n d  I  h a v e  l e a r n e d  t o
agree to disagree on some subjects
a n d  s t i l l  r e m a i n  f r i e n d s .   A n d
t h a t  b e c a u s e  y o u  c a n ' t  p l e a s e
everyone ,  i t  i s  poss ib le  to  have
a l l i a n c e s  w i t h  a  g r o u p  o n  o n e
particular issue, and not support
t h e m  o n  o t h e r s .

I  h a v e  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
travel statewide and help promote
w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  a n d  t h e  AW F.
I  h a v e  s e e n  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t s
both good and poor, and witnessed
the efforts to rehabilitate, restore,

and maintain them.  I participated
in many meetings and work projects,
and  l ea rned  how agenc ies  work
and  how they  don ' t .   Who cou ld
a s k  f o r  a  b e t t e r  w a y  t o  w o r k
f o r  A r i z o n a ' s  w i l d l i f e ?

I n  c l o s i n g ,  I  w a n t  t o  r e m i n d
everyone that our  Annual Convention
a n d  M e e t i n g  i s  J u n e  5 t h ,  a t  t h e
F i e s t a  I n n  i n  Te m p e .   I  u rg e
everyone to attend and participate
in  the  meet ings  and the  e lec t ion
o f  n e w  o f f i c e r s  a n d  b o a r d  o f
d i r e c t o r s .   S o m e  e x c i t i n g  n e w
people have been nominated and
w e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  a
very successful  new year.

M i k e  P e r k i n s o n
P r e s i d e n t

    G r e e t i n g  t o  a l l  AW F  m e m b e r s  a n d  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s ,

I sn ' t  Tha t  Amaz ing? Apr i l  BOW Sess ion
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W h e n : June  5 ,  2004

W h e r e : The  F ies ta  Inn
2100 South  Pr iest  Dr ive
Tempe ,  Ar i zona   85282

We hope  tha t  you  wi l l  come!  The  convent ion
wi l l  be  a  one-day  even t ,  wi th  bus iness  in  the
morning (elections and resolutions), lunch and
trophy awards at noon, an educational workshop
o n  g r a s s l a n d  h e a l t h  w i t h  a n  e x p e r t  p a n e l  i n
the  a f t e rnoon ,  and  an  even ing  banque t  (wi th
raff les  throughout  the day,  of  course!) .

AWF 81s t  Annua l  Convent ion

Thank  you  ve ry  much  fo r  your  pas t  and

cont inued  suppor t  o f  the

A r i z o n a  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n .

We  look  fo rward  to  see ing  you  a t  wha t

p romises  to  be  a  p roduc t i ve ,

i n f o r m a t i v e ,  a n d  f u n

2004  Annua l  Conven t ion .

Nominations & Elections:  The positions listed
below will be elected during the Annual Meeting.
I f  you  would  l ike  to  b r ing  fo rward  nominees
for  these  pos i t ions ,  and  we  encourage  you  to
do so,  please wri te ,  cal l  or  email  our  off ice.

Off icers  (a l l  1 -year  terms)
President
Vice Pres ident ,  Operat ions
Vice President ,  Conservat ion
NWF Representa t ive
NWF Alternate  Rep
Federal  Agency Liaison
Legislative Liaison
State Agency Liaison

Regiona l  Direc tors  (2 -year  terms)
Director  Region 2  (Flagstaff  area)
Director  Region 4  (Yuma area)
Director  Region 6 (Central  Arizona)

Six  Directors -a t -Large
Two Trophy Book Committee

pos i t ions  (3 -year  terms)
Open appointed pos i t ions:
Two Directors-at -Large

Secre tary
Treasurer

Registration:  A registration form for the meeting
i s  on  t he  nex t  page .   P l ea se  f ee l  f r ee  t o  make
copies i f  you need them.

Reserva t ions :  We  h a v e  r e s e r v e d  a  b l o c k  o f
rooms  a t  the  d i scounted  ra te  o f  $69  a  n igh t  a t
the Fiesta  Inn.  They wil l  be  held unt i l  May 14,
2004, so make your reservations soon by contacting
the  ho te l  d i r ec t ly  a t  (480)  967-1441 .  Be  su re
t o  t e l l  t h e m  y o u  a r e  r e g i s t e r i n g  f o r  t h e  AWF
meeting so you wil l  get  the special  rate.

Resolutions: Late resolutions may be submitted
by  a  two- th i rds  vo te  o f  the  AWF Board ,  o r  by
a two-thirds vote of the delegation at the convention.

Banquet:  This  year 's  banquet  emcees wil l  be:

Jim and Darla  Solomon ,  co-hos ts  of  the
Outdoors  Arizona radio program.

The keynote speech will  be given by:

 NWF Director Steve  Torbi t  on:
"The Value of Volunteers."

The highlight of the evening will be the
presentat ions of  the Thomas E.  McCullough
Award,  the  Organizat ion of  the  Year  Award,
and the Lifetime Achievement Award.

Plus,  special  recognition for "Becoming an
Outdoors  Woman,"  and Buenos Aires
National Wildlife Refuge.
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Arizona Wildlife Federation
81st Annual Meeting

June 5, 2004
Fiesta Inn

2100 South Priest Drive
Tempe, Arizona  85282

(480) 967-1441
www.fiestainnresort.comRegistration Form

Name:

Guests:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Affiliate Club, if applicable:

Saturday Luncheon $25.00 per person = $
Saturday Night Banquet $40.00 per person = $
Luncheon & Banquet package $60.00 per person = $
Raffle Tickets $1.00 each x = $
Complete Package * $75.00 per person = $

                   * Includes Luncheon, Banquet and 20 raffle tickets

Enclosed is a check for registration in the amount of $
   (Please make checks payable to Arizona Wildlife Federation)

Please bill my credit card for $
       Master Card VISA

Card No:          Exp Date            /

My email address:      Phone:

Please mail your registration form to:  or fax your registration form  to:

Arizona Wildlife Federation (480) 644-0078
644  North Country Club Dr., Ste. E
Mesa, AZ  85201
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AWF Ac t ion  Upda te
The  fo l low ing  a re  i ssues  and  p ro jec ts  the
AWF has  worked  on  in  the  l as t  two  months

Sabino Canyon Lion
Controversy Still Rages
Rarely has an issue divided wildlife en-
thusiasts as deeply as the controversy
surrounding the mountain lions in  Sabino
Canyon.  Even after one of the lions
was captured several miles from a
school, polls show that a  majority of
Arizonans oppose trapping or killing
them.

AWF Board Director Steve Gallizioli
points out that the state faces substan-
tial liability if any of the animals were to
attack or harm school children, citing
the case of a bear mauling which cost
taxpayers over two million dollars sev-
eral years ago.

The problem is usually caused by people
who leave behind food or  wrappers in
their trash, which attracts  lions or their
prey to an area.

Some wildlife advocates questioned the
current law, whereby the director of Ari-
zona Game and Fish is protected from
dismissal by the Governor.

"We strongly disagree, " Steve says.
"The AWF is confident the state's sports-
men and others interested in the sound
management of Arizona's wildlife would
be equally opposed to giving wildlife
management back to the politicians of
the state."

AWF Board Considers
Trust Lands Proposal
Arizona still has control of more than
90% of the ten million acreas of trust
land granted by the federal government
at statehood.  Late last month, a coali-
tion of conservation groups, develop-
ers, ranchers and local governments
presented proposed legislation to Gov-
ernor Napolitano and the legislature to
change some of the rules affecting the
remaining trust land.

There is a very good chance that most,
if not all, of these changes could be
included in the November ballot.  Here
are some of the issues that may be de-
termined this fall:

•  Setting aside nearly 300,000 acres
of trust land as open space (without
reimbursement to the trust);

•  Easing restrictions for cities wish-
ing to obtain trust lands for conser-
vation;

•  Permitting longer grazing leases;

•  Using income from certain lands
to manage the trust;

•  Establishing an oversight board to
ensure proper use of the lands.

More information about the State Trust
Lands proposal is available at the Web
site www.land.state.az.us.

NWF Objects to Relaxation
of Mercury Emission Rules
Proposed lowering of power plant mercury
emission standards currently considered by
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
have raised objections from sportsmen and
environmentalists.

According to the NWF, the current pro-
posals would seriously endanger the 44 mil-
lion Americans who fish.  More than 10
million are children, who are especially sus-
ceptible to the myriad of health problems
that mercury can cause.

The AWF has filed a formal letter of pro-
test to the proposals, and urges members
to contact their U.S. Senators and Repre-
sentatives to retain the standards put in
place by the Clean Air Act.

Isn ' t  That  Amazing?
ANSWER KEY

A Two.
B Chihuahuan .
C Common.
D True  ( t he  Common  Raven  ha s
a n  i n c r e d i b l y  v a r i e d  v o i c e ;  l e s s
so  fo r  t he  Ch ihuahuan) .
E True.
F Whi t e .
G Corvid.
H T r u e  ( p o s s i b l y  d u e  t o  l a c k  o f
t r ee s  i n  t he  dese r t ) .
I Dog (very intelligent; can apply
reason ing  to  new s i t ua t i ons ) .
J True.
K Tr u e  ( h o w e v e r,  t r a i n i n g  m u s t
begin  whi le  s t i l l  a  juveni le) .

     ( S e e  P a g e  2  f o r  Q u e s t i o n s )



Arizona Wildlife Federation
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Mike Perkinson
Board President

Mary Jo Miller
Vice President-Operations

Don Farmer
Vice President-Conservation

Jack Simon
Secretary

Jerry Thorson
Treasurer

Regional Directors:
Al Kreutz

Randy Lamb
Jim Slingluff

Lee Kohlhase

Directors  at Large:
Rick Erman

Steve Gallizioli

NWF Regional Organizer:
Myra Wilensky

Director of Administration:
Duke Mertz

Petr i f ied  Forest  Expansion
Federal legislation may be revived to purchase
about 97,000 acres near the Petrified Forest,
to double the size of the National Park.

Contact U.S. Representative Rick Renzi, or
U.S. Senators Jon Kyl and John McCain, and
urge them to support passage of this bill.

2004  Annual  Convent ion
Please join us on June 5, 2004, at our 81st
Annual Convention at the Fiesta Inn, in
Tempe Arizona.  Events include:

New Officers and Directors Election

Big Game Trophy Awards Luncheon

Buenos Aires NWR Presentation

Evening Awards Banquet featuring

Jim and Darla Solomon (KDUS Radio)

Steve Torbit (NWF Director)

See Insert for details and Registration Form

There are 751 wildlife species using
Arizona's wildlife habitats, including
461 birds, 150 mammels, 110 reptiles,
and 30 amphibians.

Almost 1.5 million people engage in
wildlife watching each year in Ari-
zona, and spend an estimated $820.7
million dollars annually in this pur-
suit.  These numbers are greater
than the participant and spending
numbers for hunting and fishing com-
bined.

The Federal government provided
Arizona with $1.4 million dollars un-
der the State Wildlife Grants Pro-
gram last year, to aid in maintaining
and promoting this significant eco-
nomic driver--the wildlife habitats
and wildlife species of Arizona.

DID  YOU KNOW?


